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Juraj ļulinoviĻ also known as Giorgio Schiavone 

The Virgin and Child, tempera on wood, about 1456ð60 
The National Gallery 

© The National Gallery, London 



 

MAPPING CROATIA IN UNITED KINGDOM COLLECTIONS 
 
 

To find a work of art by oneõs compatriot in a major world museum is always an 
exciting moment. It is a link with your homeland and it is also another link with 
the country you visit or in which you have settled. This was my experience back in 
1977 when I was a visiting curator at the V&A. I was researching the work of 
Horacio Fortezza, a Renaissance artist, often described as Italian but who never 
left his Croatian hometown, ġibenik. His best works are in the British Museum 
and in the Victoria and Albert Museum. These two museums have in their 
collections some remarkable exhibits linked to Croatia. There are also masterpieces 
in the National Gallery, the Royal Collections and in museums and collections 
throughout the country.  

 
The presence of these works of art show us that links between Britain and Croatia 
are stronger and more pervasive that is generally known. The movement of 
artefacts and exchange of ideas has being ongoing for centuries. Even early British 
art collectors recognised the artistic value of Croatian Renaissance masters and 
collected their works. But some of them were then known ð and some still today ð 
only in association with Venice, or other European artistic centres where they 
worked and by their Italianate names. They were often called Schiavone, which 
simply means from the Slavic region, or Dalmata, from Dalmatia. An example is 
the painter Andrea Schiavone, otherwise known as Andrea Meldolla or by his 
Croatian name Andrija MeduliĻ who came from Zadar (c.1510ð1563).  His 
paintings and drawings are in major museums and there is also an impressive 
number in the collections of HM The Queen.  

 
Among the treasures of the Sir John Soaneõs Museum, the John Rylands University 
Library, Manchester and the British Library are manuscripts with magnificent 
illuminations by Julije KloviĻ, Giulio Clovio (1498ð1578), born in GriĤane in 
Croatia, one of the most important miniaturists whose talents were recognized by 
the greatest Renaissance patrons and artists including Michelangelo.  King George 
III acquired a sixteenth-century medal with the portrait of the ôoutstanding painter 
Iulius Cloviusõ, now in the British Museum. 
 
The works of sculptors like Franjo Vranjanin, Nikola Firentinac, Ivan DuknoviĻ, 
will also very often be recognized for their work under their Italianate names and 
therefore not necessarily known for their Croatian connections. In the recently-
opened splendid galleries of Medieval and Renaissance art in the Victoria and 
Albert Museum we can see reliefs and sculptures by masters from Dalmatia, but 
also some architectural fragments that were made in Istrian stone.   
  
A fine relief representing St Jerome, patron saint of Dalmatia by Andrija AleĢi 
(Andrea Alessi), can be seen in the Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool. He was born in 



 

Albania, but spent almost his entire career in Dalmatia. The portrait of Laura Le 
Doux, a beautiful oil painting by Vlaho Bukovac (Cavtat 1855ð1922) is 
unfortunately in the same galleryõs store.  Museums and galleries vary their displays 
and some works of art are too delicate to be on permanent view and so it comes as 
no surprise that some works of art are in store. It is not necessarily a reflection of 
their perceived importance. The attributions to different artists also change and we 
can find that some paintings or sculptures were catalogued under different names. 
 
On our list you will find works by artists who exhibited their monumental work in 
the most prestigious British galleries, like MeĢtroviĻõs one-man show in the V&A 
in 1915, which was a sensational event. You will also see small objects by 
anonymous artisans of historic importance such as the seal of the Dalmatian 
province of the Franciscan order from c.1397, as well as the 16th century seal-
matrix for the famous Marco Antonio De Dominis (Rab 1560 ð Rome 1624), 
Catholic Archbishop of Split and the Protestant Dean of the Chapel Royal at 
Windsor at the court of James I. His major work (De Republica Ecclesiastica) was 
published in London and he dedicated his writings to ôJames I, Defender of the 
Faith, King of England, promoter of Freedomõ. First editions of his books are in 
the British Library and in the Bodleian Library.  
 
Among rare manuscripts from Croatia, that have found their way to major libraries 
in the UK, the Bodleian Library has a real little gem: Liber horarum Cicae, abbatissae 
Monasterii Sanctae Mariae monialium de Iadra, an 11th century illuminated book of 
hours made for the Abbess ļika in the scriptorium in Zadar. The British Library 
has an original manuscript by Marko MaruliĻ, Marcus Marulus, (Split 1450ð1524), 
the so-called ôFather of Croatian literatureõ and a copy of his Evangelistarium heavily 
annotated by Henry VIII.   
 
Several illustrious scientists worked in Britain. Some of them became members of 
the Royal Society, as for example the famous scientist, mathematician, astronomer 
and diplomat, Ruľer BoĢkoviĻ (Dubrovnik, 1711 ð Milan, 1787) who spent time in 
London as a scientist and diplomat. His books are in the Royal Societyõs library. 
Distinguished British archaeologists such as Sir Arthur Evans brought classical and 
prehistoric finds which they donated to national collections. The collectors of 
ethnographic material also enriched British collections. 
 
We are proud that a small nation such as Croatia has contributed to the worldõs 
rich tapestry of artistic achievements and scientific discoveries. This list 
concentrates on major public collections and includes archaeological finds from 
the territory of Croatia. It covers works of art by Croatian artists from the Middle 
Ages to contemporary artists as well as ethnographic material from different 
regions.  It is not intended to be a definitive list but a work in progress and an 
incentive for more research. It shows a wealth of talent in different media and 



 

through many centuries. I have also included a small selection of paintings by 
British artists who were inspired by their visit to Croatia. And it is an invitation to 
artists to come to Croatia and be inspired.  
 
In conclusion, I would like to express my gratitude to the curators and scholars 
who have been so very helpful and generous with their knowledge and time in the 
course of my researches. 
 
Flora Turner-VuĽetiĻ                                                     London, February 2013 
 
© Flora Turner-VuĽetiĻ 
Edited and designed by Peter Elborn and David Davison 

 
 

 
 
 

Juraj ļulinoviĻ also known as Giorgio Schiavone 
The Pietà, tempera on wood, about 1456ð61 
The National Gallery, exhibited in Room 62 

© The National Gallery, London 



 

THE BRITISH MUSEUM   
 
Juraj ļulinoviĻ also known as Giorgio Schiavone, Sclavonus, Dalmaticus 
Squarconi discipulus (Skradin, Croatia, c.1436/7 ð ġibenik, 1504) 

In the BM collection of prints and drawings there is an interesting etching 
of The Virgin and Child enthroned. It is a reversed reproduction of the 
central panel of Schiavoneõs triptych originally for S. Francesco in Padua.  

 
Juraj Julije KloviĻ, known also as Georgio, Giulio Clovio, Iulius Clovius, 
(GriĤane, 1498 ð Rome, 1578) 

In the BM collection of prints and drawings there are drawings by Clovio 
and some are attributed to him. There is also a number of prints after his 
drawings. 

 
Andrija MeduliĻ, also known as Andrea Meldolla, Andrea Schiavone (Zadar, 
Croatia, 1510/15 ð 1563) 

In the BM collection of prints and drawings, the search for Schiavone 
returned 282 results. Among them we found his original drawings, others 
are attributed to him.  There are also a number of his original prints or 
prints after his works. 
 

Martin Rota, KoluniĻ or Martino Ruota (ġibenik, Croatia, c.1520ð1583) 
Etcher, engraver and print publisher. Active in Venice, Graz, Vienna and 
Prague. Four of his signed prints in the BM Prints & Drawings.  

 Department. Battle of Lepanto, engraving 

 A View of Constantinople, engraving   

 Christ  (after Titian), two engravings 
 

Horacio Fortezza, also Horatio, Horativs, Orazio or Oratio, engraver, 
silversmith, restorer (ġibenik, Croatia, c.1530ð1596) 

 Salver/dish signed: HORATIO FORTEZZA.DISCIPOL.D.MASTRO. 
STEFANO.HAUREFICE.IN.SEBENICO.F.1555 
First signed work by Fortezza as an apprentice of Master Stefano 
goldsmith in Sebenico (ġibenik) in 1555 (in store). 

 
Natale Bonifacio da Sebenico (ġibenik, Croatia, 1537ð1592) 

Engraver,etcher,designer, printer, print publisher and cosmographer active 
in Venice and Rome. A number of his prints are in the BM Prints & 
Drawings Department. 

 
Ivan MeĢtroviĻ (Vrpolje, Croatia, 1883 ð South Bend, Indiana, 1962) 

 Bust of George Eumorfopoulos (1863ð1939), bronze 
Eumorfopoulos was a great collector of oriental antiquities, over 2000 of  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Andrija MeduliĻ, Andrea Meldolla, Andrea Schiavone 
The Judgement of Midas, oil on canvas, c.1548-50 

In the Kings Gallery of the Kensington Palace 
Royal Collection Trust / © Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2013 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

which are in the BM collection. Also a patron of contemporary sculptors, 
he appears to have commissioned this bust before 1924.  

 
In the Coins and Medals Department there is a large number of coins from 
Antiquity to contemporary Croatian coins and banknotes. From an interesting 
collections of medals I have selected just two examples: 

 Nummus of Diocletian, early 4th century AD to commemorate the retiring 
emperor at his palace at Split in Croatia. Exhibited in Room 41 

 Cast bronze medal in honour of  Julije KloviĻ,Giulio Clovio, 16th century. 
Bust of the painter in profile with inscription in Latin IVLIVS CLOVIVS 
PICT EXC 

 
Three seals with Croatian connection are in the care of the department with the 
rather broad name Prehistory and Europe:   

 Bronze seal matrix for Marco Antonio De Dominis (Rab, Croatia, 1560 ð 
Rome, 1624) while he was a Bishop of Senj 1593ð1596 

 Bronze seal-matrix for Petrus Cedulini, Bishop of Pharos (Hvar), 1581ð
1634 

 Seal of the Dalmatian Province of the Franciscan Order, c.1397 
 

In the Ethnographic Collection there is a donation of 85 items by Mrs Lijerka 
Boenisch which are all from Croatia. They include costumes from different 
regions, lace, tablecloths, jewellery, wooden instruments, bowls, flasks and even 
traditional biscuits ôlicitariõ. 
 
THE BRITISH LIBRARY , Department of Manuscripts 

 
Juraj Julije KloviĻ, known also as Georgio, Giulio Clovio, Iulius Clovius, 
(GriĤane, 1498 ð Rome, 1578) miniaturist and painter 

 Il luminations in the  ôStuart de Rothesay Book of Hoursõ Codex, tempera 
on parchment, 1534 ð 1537 

 
The British Library has a number of manuscripts and rare books by Croatian 
authors. The good reference books for research were published by Dr Branko 
FranoliĻ: ôCroatian Glagolitic printed texts recorded in The British Library general 
catalogueõ, Croatian Information Centre, Zagreb, 1994, ISBN 953-6058-04-9; 
ôBooks on Croatia and Croatians recorded in the British Library general catalogueõ, 
Croatian Information Centre, 1996, ISBN 953-6525-03-8; ôA Bibliography of 
Croatian Dictionariesõ (Nouvelles editions Latines, Paris, 1985). 
 
 
 
 



 

GOVERNMENT ART COLLECTION  
 
Andrija MeduliĻ, also known as Andrea Meldolla, Andrea Schiavone (Zadar, 
Croatia, 1510/15 ð 1563) 

 Sacra Conversazione, Virgin and Child, Infant Saint John the Baptist and 
Saints Zachariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, Catherine and possibly Mary 
Magdalene, oil on canvas 

 
HORNIMAN MUSEUM  
 
A collection of around 40 items from Croatia, mainly costumes and musical 
instruments, in the reserve collection. 

 Diple, double clarinet, wood, on display in the Music Gallery; Flute 
and Gusle are used in educational sessions in the same gallery. 

  
IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM  
 
Ivan MeĢtroviĻ (Vrpolje, Croatia, 1883 ð South Bend, Indiana, 1962) 

 Portrait of Dr Elsie Maud Inglis, 1864ð1917 physician and surgeon, 
bronze, 1918 

 
THE NATIONAL GALLERY  

 
Dalmatian School of Painting, Altarpiece of The Virgin Mary 
tempera on wood, 1375ð1400 NG 4250. 1ð8 

 The Virgin and Child 

 Saint Joachimõs Offering rejected and the Meeting at the Golden Gate 

 The Angel appearing to Saint Joachim and The Birth of the Virgin  

 Helsinus saved from a Shipwreck and A French Canon drowned by Devils 

 Helsinus Preaching in Favour of the Celebration of the Conception The 
Canon restored to Life by the Virgin   

 Christ and Eight Apostles: Predella 

 Two Apostles: Fragment of Predella 

 Two Apostles: Fragment of Predella 
 
Juraj ļulinoviĻ also known as Giorgio Schiavone, Sclavonus, Dalmaticus 
Squarconi discipulus (Skradin, Croatia, c.1436/7ð ġibenik, 1504) 

 St Niccolò Altarpiece. Polyptych in fragments with a central panel showing 
Virgin and Child Enthroned 

 Further eight panels with images of Saints, tempera on wood, about 1456ð
61 (in store) 
 



 

 The Pietà, tempera on wood, about 1456ð61, probably section of St 
Niccolò Altarpiece. Exhibited in Room 62 

 The Virgin and Child, tempera on wood, about 1456ð60 
 
Andrija MeduliĻ, also known as Andrea Meldola, Andrea Schiavone (1510/15 
ð Zadar, 1563) 

 Arcas Hunting, oil on canvas, about 1550. NG 1883 

 Jupiter seducing Callisto, oil on canvas, about 1550. NG 1884 

 Part of the National Gallery group: Two Mythological Scenes. Exhibited 
in Room 10  
 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY  
 

Oscar Nemon (born Oscar Neumann in Osijek, Croatia, 1906 ð Oxford, 1985) 

 Portrait of Violet Bonham Carter, Baroness Asquith of Yarnbury, bronze 
bust, 1960  

 Winston Churchill, c.1995, after Oscar Nemon, later cast  
 
Alvin Langdon Coburn, photographer, collotype, 16 August 1915  

 Portrait of Ivan MeĢtroviĻ (two portraits)  
 
Various artists 

 Six portraits of Marco Antonio de Dominis (Rab, Croatia, 1560 ð Rome, 
1624), line engraving, early 17th century 

 
RANGERõS HOUSE, LONDON, Wernher Collection 

 
Lovro DobriĽeviĻ also known as Lorenzo di Marino or Lorenzo di Cattaro 
(Kotor, c.1420 ð Dubrovnik, 1478)  

 Annunciation, c.1465 (Central panel of an altarpiece) tempera on panel 
 
SIR JOHN SOANEõS MUSEUM 
 
Juraj Julije KloviĻ, known also as Georgio, Giulio Clovio, Iulius Clovius 
(GriĤane, 1498 ð Rome, 1578) miniaturist and painter 

 Volume containing illuminations on the Commentary on the Epistle of St 
Paul to the Romans by Cardinal Marino Grimani, 1530s. Richly decorated 
borders and two miniatures depicting the conversion of St Paul 
(Can be seen by appointment in the library, but until the 26th January 
2013 exhibited at the exhibition ôGiving our Past a Future: The work 
of the World Monuments Funds, Britain) 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Juraj Julije KloviĻ, Georgio, Giulio Clovio, Iulius Clovius 

Commentary on the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans by Cardinal Marino Grimani, 1530s. 
Miniature depicting the conversion of St Paul 
Sir John Soaneõs Museum, London 

By courtesy of the Trustees of Sir John Soaneõs Museum 


